
External Committee 12th April 2021 
Memorial Benches on the High Street 

 
 

With the impact of Covid and the sad losses of relatives, we have seen a dramatic increase 
in the request for benches on the High Street.  We currently have a waiting list of 6 requests 
with a 7th in the pipeline.   
 
I have consulted with our Site Manager and have identified only one possible position for a 
bench, but this will require groundwork for its safe installation and KCC’s approval would 
need to be sought before offering this to those on the waiting list. 
 
We have been advising residents that there may be the opportunity once the Recreation 
Ground has been reordered to put a memorial bench there, but this could be another year 
down the line as well.   
 
I have noticed that there are several benches around the town that are beginning to look 
past their best and might need replacing.  Would the Town Council consider purchasing 
replacement benches with a large back rail that could accommodate up to three memorial 
plaques?  The cost would of course fall to the Town Council and benches cost around £350 
upwards.  The original plaque would need to be transferred to the new bench, but it could 
be stipulated that any further plaques added must be paid for by the resident and is only for 
a maximum period of 10 years.  This date restriction would be similar to that of some other 
towns as it then gives others the opportunity to eventually add a plaque.  For the new 
benches, a restriction to the placing of flowers next to the bench should be reduced to once 
per year to allow for three sets to be placed at different times. 
 
It is worth noting that currently the Town Council monitor and maintain 95 benches around 
Tenterden & St Michaels.  Keeping the benches in good order is extremely time consuming 
and can only really be carried out in the winter.  Currently, the Maintenance Team can only 
strip down and re-stain up to 6 per year.   
 
Proposal:   (i)  To consider replacing up to a maximum of three older benches in 2021. 

(ii)  To offer residents on the waiting list the option of adding a plaque subject  
       to the 10-year condition. 
(iii) To reduce the allowance of placing flowers next to the bench to once per   
       year, per memorial. 

 
 

 
Claire Gilbert 
Deputy Town Clerk 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : None 
Budgetary Impact  : Approximately £1,050 for 2021 


